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@: STREET PEOPLE GUIDE VOLUNTEERS IN CENSUS

GREG VOJTHO/THE PRESS-CHTERPRISE

Jaryl Sconiers, feft, and Kirk Grieve search for street people as part of a homeless census for San Bernardino County.

CLESS

Applicants for federal funding are urged to update counis

TY RICHARD BROOKS
HIE PRESS-ENTERFISE

Wriggling through a hole in
“he fence surrounding a vaeant
mdustrial building ou the edge
»f Grand Terrace, Kirk Grieve
nollered that he bhad found
avidence of a homeless en-
sampment inside.

“There are three areas where
shey pat dova foam ribber and
sarps,” Grieve told three ¢om-
panions Tuesday, “This is
where they come at night.”

Grieve should know. He has
peen homeless since Pehruary

2006. He's using his sireet
smarts e {ind streel people
throughout San Bernardino
County for a two-day homeless
census that ends today.

The federal! Department of
Housing aud Urban Develop-
ment urges that counts be con-
ducted every two years. With-
out current numbers,
applications for federal funding
for homeless programns receive
lower scores and potentially
less [undling.

San Bernardino Counly last
conducied a count in November

2002, when the vesulés showed
there were between 5,300 and
8,360 homeless countywile.
This year’s numbers are sched-
uled to he released in May.

A second phase of the project
is set to begin Monday, when
interviewers will seck out
roughly 600 homeless people
for a survey on awide variety of
detzils, including the mamber of
homeless youth, veterans and
Seniors.

Tor this weels count, two-
person teams — each including
cne volunteer with a car —

drive through every census
tract in the county, checking
residential neighborhoods and
likely hangouts for the home-
less.

Popular spots include aban-
doned buildings, underpasses
and bridges, flood control chan-
nels and river washes, beside
railroad tracks and beneath
bushes and trees.

Homeless seek out locations
“away from the cops and the
people,” saidl Grieve, who
helped spot about a dozen en-
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cainpments Tuesday, including
three in a wooded gully that’s a
short walk from homes on hoth
sides. “Close enough (to urban
areas) that you can panhandie
and hustle and still be away
from everyhody.”

Down oM THEIR Luek

Many homeless don't fil the
stereotypes. Daryl Sconiers, 48,
of 'ontana, was a first baseman
for the then-California Angels
froin 1981 to 1935.

“I got into cocaine and 1 only
lasted four years,” he said,
after helping with Tuesday’s
count. “I've run into (former)
judges and ex-policemen. It can
happen to anybody. The home-
less are some of the most
warni-hearted people you
could ever come across. But
vou goita (ocok) beyond the
external.”

Many homeless people are
down on their luck and need a

job, said Joe Staudt, who works
with the homeless as part of his
effort to obtain a master’s de-
gree in social work at Cal State
San Bernardino.

Standt, a volunteer driver
during Tuesday’s count, said
the two biggest needs of the
homeless in the San Bernardi-
1o area ave housing and jobs.

“These guys jumped at the
chance to male $10 an hour for
five hours,” Staudt said of the
homeless guides for Tuesday’s
count. “Communities need to
take a good look and say, “We
have homeless in owr bhack-
yard,” and do something about
it (by offering) outreach ser-
vices and shelters.”

UNDERGOUNT LIXELY

Tuesday’s count was ham-
pered by rain and by the need to
assign some guides to areas
and eommunities they didn’t
Iknow well, said Jacqui Shef-
field, who served as a guide in
portions of Colton, Grand Ter-
race, Loma Linda and San Ber-
nardino,

“That’ll affect the count,” she
said. “If you don’t know the
area, you don’t know where to
go. But I used my street knowl-
edge and just checked all
places, like the wash, hridges
and the sides of [reeways where
there’s a lot of bushes they can
camp under.”

Though this count involved a
helicopter and 150 teams dur-
ing the two days, nearly all
homeless censuses result in
undercounts, said Peter Con-
nery, vice president and
project director for Applied
Survey Research, a Santa Cruz
County-hased company that is
overseeing the count and sur-
vey.

“You're trying {o find a group
of people who are under the
radar — who really don’t want
to be found,” Connery said.
“We're going to miss folks.
You've got people living in
Twentynine Palms in caves.
You've got people living in
sewers.”

Reach Righard Brooks at 909-806-3067 |
or rbrooks@PE.com




